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second, if the Americans win, England will be all the more
anxious to take these islands; third, if England permits peace-
able separation, a conquest will be necessary to appease the
English people; fourth, if a reconciliation takes place, the colo-
nists will gladly join England t6 revenge themselves upon
France for not having received French aid. [“ Beaumarchais
and His Times,” page 267.]

About this time Bonvouloir reported to Vergennes that the
Americans had determined to resist the English at any cost.
Thereupon Vergennes submitted to the King and to each of
his colleagues another State paper, known as *“ Considerations ”
[Doniol, Vol. 1., page 271], in which he repeated all the argu-
ments heretoiore submitted by him, and those advanced by
Beaumarchais and others. He concludes that France ought to
encourage England in the belief that she will not interfere, but
that, although she should aid the insurgents secretly with muni-
tions of war and money, still the King should not enter into a
treaty with them at this time. On April 6, 1776, Turgot handed
the King his answer to Vergennes’s “ Considerations,” in which
he forcibly set forth his opposition to the policy of the astute
Secretary of Foreign Affairs. His sole reasons were that it
would inevitably lead to war between England and France, and
that France in her present financial condition was unable to face
such a crisis. [“ Bancroft,” Vol. V., pages 226-229.]

Sartine and St. Germain supported Vergennes, and thus
through the influence of these and of Beaumarchais the King
reluctantly yielded and agreed to assist the Americans secretly.
[Bancroft, Vol. V., page 231.] The plan adopted was simple
enough. A large commercial house was to be organized and
supplied with money from the French treasury, and be per-
mitted to take munitions of war from French arsenals; this
house was to deal with the Americans, giving them easy terms.
Beaumarchais was placed at the head of the house, which, under
the name of Roderigue, Hortalez & Co., made its headquarters
at the famous Hotel de Hollande. [Morse’s “ Life of Frank-
lin,” pages 226-228.] On May 3, 1776, the King informed his
uncle, Charles IIl. of Spain, of his purpose to aid the Ameri-
cans by donating one million livres, and requested that Spain
give a like sum. [Bancroft, Vol. V., page 237.] On June 10,
1776, Beaumarchais received the French subsidy, and on
August 11 the Spanish grant. [ Beaumarchais and His
Times,” page 275.]

SELECTION OF SILAS DEANE.

In America the Committee of Secret Correspondence at
once grasped the significance of Bonvouloir’s answers to its
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in war or regret a neglected opportunity. [“ Bancroft,” Vol.
V., page 538.] France undoubtedly hoped to persuade Spain
to join her in this enterprise, and during the remainder of the
year continued her efforts to induce Charles III. to make an
open declaration. However, France needed only the encour-
agement of a decisive and brilliant American victory to act
alone.

" And because Burgoyne’s “ Capitulation to Mr. Gates,” as
the English were pleased to speak of Burgoyne’s surrender at
Saratoga, October 17, 1777, induced France to enter into the
treaties of amity and commerce and of alliance, this battle is
characterized as one of the decisive battles of the world’s his-
tory. [Creasy, “ Fiiteen Decisive Battles in World’s History,”
Chapter XT1I., page 240.] No more dramatic scene can be
imagined than that which took place on the evening of Decem-
ber 4, 1777, when Jonathan Austin’s chaise rapidly drove into
the courtyard at Passy and rudely interrupted Dr. Franklin’s
dinner party. The guests, among whom was Beaumarchais,
rushed out. “Sir,” exclaimed Franklin, “is Philadelphia
taken?” * Yes, sir,” replied Austin, and Franklin clasped his
hands and turned to re-enter the house. Austin cried: “I
have better and greater news; General Burgoyne and his
whole army are prisoners of war.”” Beaumarchais set out with
all speed to notify Vergennes, and he drove with such haste
that his coach upset and he dislocated his arm. [Morse’s
“ Franklin,” page 267.]

Within a day or two Gerard, Vergennes’s secretary, offered
the Commissioners the congratulations of the Ministry, and on
December 16 he informed them that the King, ““after a long
and full consideration of our affairs, was determined to acknowl-
edge our independence and make a treaty with us of amity and
commerce. * * * That His Majesty was fixed in his deter-
mination not only to acknowledge, but to support our inde-
pendence. * * * That in doing this he might probably soon
be engaged in war. * * * Yet he should not expect any
compensation from us on that account, nor pretend that he
acted wholly for our sakes; since besides his real good-will
toward us and our cause, it was manifestly the interest of France
that the power of England should be diminished by our separa-
tion fromit. * * * That as soon as a courier returned from
Spain the affair would be concluded.” [Sparks, “ Diplomatic
Correspondence,” Vol. 1., pages 356, 357.]

THE TREATIES SIGNED.

Vergennes, however, did not wait for Spain’s answer, which
turned out to be unfavorable, and on February 6, 1778, the
treaties of amity and commerce and of alliance were signed.
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Digby with reinforcements for Graves. This news, so discon-
certed de Grasse that he wished to put to sea, and only after
urgent appeals from Washington and Lafayette and a council
of war held by his officers, did he consent to remain and co-op-
erate with the army. Upon receiving his decision Washington
wrote him: *‘ A great mind knows how to make personal sac-
rifices to secure an important general good.” [Sparks, “ Wash-
ington,” Vol. VIII., page 167.] September 27, 1781, fifteen
days after the arrival of the allied forces, successful assaults
were made upon the enemy’s redoubts, and on October 17
Cornwallis, after having made unsuccessful efforts to relieve
his position and to escape by water, proposed a cessation of
hostilities and the appointment of Commissioners to settle terms
of surrender, and on October 19, in pursuance of articles of
capitulation, drawn by Vicomte de Noailles and Colonel Lau-
rens, representing the allies, and Colonel Dundas and Major
Ross, representing the British, Loord Cornwallis surrendered,
the English marching out to the tune, “ The World’s Turned
Upside Down.”

Well might Lafayette write to Maurepas: “The play is
over, Monsieur le Comte; the fifth act has just come to an
end.” [Tower, “ Lafayette,” Vol. II., page 455.] At mid-
night on October 23, 1781, Philadelphia was startled by the cry,
“ Cornwallis is taken.” And on October 24, on motion of Mr.
Randolph, it was resolved “ That Congress at 2 o’clock this
day go in procession to the Dutch Lutheran Church and return
thanks to Almighty God for crowning the allied arms of the
United States and France with success by the surrender of the
whole British army under the command of the Earl of Corn-
wallis.” [‘Journals of Congress,” Vol. IIl., pages 679-682.]
On October 28, 1781, Congress resolved to commemorate the
great victory at Yorktown by a marble column adorned with
the emblems of France and the United States, and inscribed
with the succinct history of the siege. [The corner stone of
this monument was not laid until October 17, 1881. On that
occasion the President of the United States (Arthur) and the
French Ambassador delivered addresses; Stone, “ Our French
Allies,” page 537.]

The influence and aid of France was not merely naval and
military; without her great and valuable financial aid in the
early years it would have been utterly impossible to have carried
on the Revolutionary struggle, and toward the end of the war
the credit advanced by France alone enabled America to sus-
tain her great burden. At the opening of the war there were
twelve millions in specie in the entire country. [Bolles,
“ Financial History of the United States,” 1774-1789, page 8.]
As this would soon be exhausted, it became apparent that for-
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interesting question, and the reader is referred to Winsor’s
*“ Critical and Narrative History of United States,” Vol. VIL.;
Pellew’s “ Life of Jay,” Morse’s “ Franklin,” Doniol, Vol. V.;
Wharton’s “ Introduction to Diplomatic Correspondence of
Revolution,” Vol. 1.] Finally, in September, 1783, a general
peace was concluded at Paris between England, America, France
and Spain. The indomitable spirit of the Americans would have
succeeded ultimately without the influence and aid of France,
for the cause of the Revolutionary fathers was just and right-
eous. However, the French alliance shortened the struggle
and lessened the expense of the war.

To-day, in the hundred and twenty-sixth year of American
independence, it is probably immaterial to consider with too
much nicety the motives that induced France to intervene on
behalf of the struggling colonies. A careful study, however,
of the history of the American Revolution in all its phases nec-
essarily leads to the conclusion that without the military, naval
and financial aid of France, the great Declaration of Independ-
ence would have been in 1783 a mere manifesto of unsuccessful
rebels instead of the great charter of a free people, drafted by
the ablest revolutionists the world has yet seen.















